
AVOID DRAIN BACKUPS 

 

Just because the package says flushable doesn’t mean it’s true. Many items marketed as disposable 

and/or flushable do not degrade like toilet paper and they wind up clogging pipes, tangling pumps, 

and causing messy sewer backups into streets, homes and businesses. Our sewers are designed to 

dispose of very specific things. Using your toilet for disposal of many modern products can result in 

blockages. The drains that connect your home to the main sewer are only big enough to carry water, 

toilet paper and human waste. Private sewer lines are often no wider than 4 inches. Other than 

creating clogs in sewer pipes and pumps, trash must be removed from the wastewater as part of the 

reclamation treatment process. This is an expensive operation. Excessive debris in wastewater sewers 

has become epidemic globally.  

WHAT NOT TO FLUSH 

• Baby and adult wipes, moist wipes, disinfectant wipes, all of those labeled as “flushable” 

• Facial tissues, cotton balls, cotton swabs, Band-Aids 

• Any cloth items 

• Diapers (cloth, disposable, and those labeled flushable) 

• Toilet bowl scrub pads, Swiffer’s, dryer sheets 

• Egg shells, coffee grounds, food, chewing gum 

• Hair 

• Vitamins, medicines, and other pharmaceuticals, cosmetics 

• Napkins, Paper towels 

• Dental Floss 

• Cat Litter 

• Fats, Oil, and grease 

• Sanitary napkins, tampons, condoms 

• Fish, hamsters, gerbils 

• Cigarette butts 

• Plastic of any kind 

• Any non-organic materials 

Take two bowls of water. Place toilet paper in one and place the item in question in the other. Swish 

both items in the water. Wait about an hour, and then swish again. The toilet paper should have 

significantly disintegrated by then while the other item (for example, wipes, napkins, dental floss) will 

likely remain intact. Unless the item disintegrates at the rate of toilet paper, it should be placed in the 

garbage and not down the toilet. You otherwise risk blockage in your home as well as clogging a main 

sewer line or pump station causing a sewage backup for other homes and businesses. If it can’t be 

reused, recycled, or composted, please place it in the garbage. 

 

If you have additional questions about what is OK to flush, please call Public Works at 319-848-4260.  


